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In a recent meditation for our Council meeting I mentioned that one of the gifts of the 

Holy Spirit (that we don’t talk about very much) is the gift of Courage. 

Recently, my wife and I had the pleasure to visit New Orleans with our Brother Adrian 

and his lovely wife Kathleen.  Top on the agenda, before indulging in the New Orleans 

Jazz Festival, was a visit to The National World War II Museum that was spearheaded 

several years ago by author Stephen Ambrose and has expanded into a wondrous first 

class museum.  This city was a fitting place for the museum because it was there in New 

Orleans that the Higgins boat was built – the landing craft that brought our soldiers to 

the beaches of Normandy. 

Displays included a Sherman Tank, a D-Day troop transport in the air complete with the 

triple white stripes painted on it to distinguish these aircraft from enemy aircraft, and a 

simulated German pillbox which allows you to virtually look out at the Atlantic 

surrounding you.  And of course there were vivid displays of the landing beaches: 

Sword, Juno, Gold, Omaha and Utah. 

I have read the story of the Normandy invasion many times, and have watched probably 

just as many movies as have been made on the subject.  These soldiers, jumping out of 

landing craft into the water, running up the beach while being fired upon is something 

that I have difficulty comprehending.  

And what about the Rangers climbing the 100 foot cliffs with rope at Point Du Hoc while 

being fired upon and rocks thrown down from above?  And, succeeding in their mission? 

That, Brothers, and I don’t really have to say it, is Courage. 

I suppose there are those individuals who are naturally brave and courageous.  I believe, 

however, that for the majority of us it with the help of the Holy Spirit we can be brave 

DESPITE being fearful.  In fact, the act of Courage is probably best defined as carrying on 

despite the fear of something bad happening. 

That fear can be the dangers of landing on the beaches of Normandy or climbing the 

cliffs at Point Du Hoc.  That is obviously Courage.  But there is also a Courage that is 



necessary to face everyday life.  Sometimes others may recognize in us that we are 

being courageous but at other times Courage is something that we have to have in the 

quietness of our own personal lives as we try to conquer our own fears.  Only we, not 

others, can really know what we go through in life.  However, even when times are 

difficult, the Holy Spirit reminds us “All Is Possible – even Courage.” 

I am sure there will be an adventure again soon in the future that my wife and I can 

share with Kathleen and Adrian.  I can hardly wait to see what I will learn. 

 

 


